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1.  Main Stories 

 

 Swift consultation on health inequalities 
 
A brief consultation period has opened to collect views on how the European Union 
can contribute to reducing health inequalities both within and between Member 
States. Responses to the consultation will contribute towards the development of a 
communication due in autumn 2009 on EU action to reduce health inequalities. 
 
Individuals and organisations wishing to respond to the consultation should do so by 
1 April 2009. 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/socio_economics/cons_inequalities_en.ht
m 
 

. 

 Public health action programme calls for proposals 
 
The commission adopted the annual work plan for 2009 for the 
implementation of the second programme of health (2008-2013) which was 
published on 26 February 2009.  
 
At the same time the Executive Agency for Health and Consumers (EAHC) 
announced the calls for proposals for projects, operating grants and 
conferences as well as invitations for joint actions in the field of public 
health. The deadline for submission of proposals  to the calls is 20 May 
2009. 
 
The text of the call for proposals for operating grants has been amended 
on 3 March 2009.  
 
The EAHC has held an information day about the 2009 calls for proposals for 
projects and other grants under the second EU Health Programme. 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_programme/howtoapply/call_for_propal_en.htm  
 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/socio_economics/cons_inequalities_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/socio_economics/cons_inequalities_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_programme/howtoapply/call_for_propal_en.htm
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 Joint report on Social Protection and Social Inclusion 2009 
 

The Employment directorate-general in the European Commission has issued a Joint 

report on Social Protection and Social Inclusion 2009, which examines the national 

strategies of member states on social inclusion, pensions, healthcare and long-term care. 

 

The report includes a set of 27 country profiles assessing the social situation and 

strategies for each Member State, and concludes that more needs to be done to develop 

comprehensive active inclusion strategies to ensure accessible healthcare for all and to 

reduce health inequalities. 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference= MEMO/09/96&format= HTML

&aged= 0&language= EN&guiLanguage= en 

 
 

 European Commission report on employment 
 
The European commission’s employment and social affairs directorate has released 
the first in a series of monthly monitoring reports on the employment and social 
situation in the EU. 
 
Included in this month’s report is an indication of the overall social implications of the 
economic crisis, such as the possible increase in the price of basic commodities and 
services, which is likely to affect low-income households disproportionately. 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=1839&langId=en 
 
 

 Help 2.0  
 
The first phase of the new "help 2.0" campaign has been launched by the EC. 
 
The idea is to collect concrete messages for the next campaign. Young people are 
invited to tell their experiences and give their tips on "how not to start smoking, to 
stop smoking or to avoid the dangers of passive smoking". Several partner youth 
organisations are spreading the news. 
 
Best ones could be used as a base for the future TV spots and Web operations 
 
Go to the dedicated website: http://www.needyourhelp.eu/ 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/09/96&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/09/96&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=1839&langId=en
http://www.needyourhelp.eu/
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2. News from the European Institutions 
 

 MEPS resolve to support mental health 
 

The European Parliament has adopted a resolution in support of the EU Mental 
Health Pact. 
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-
2009-0063+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN  
 
Conferences to discuss this Pact will be held in Budapest in December and within the 
Swedish and Spanish Presidencies. 
 
Funding via a call for tenders to be submitted has been notified by the EC for the 
work on the mental health pact, on the EU public health forum and on the platform on 
diet, physical activity and health. 
 
http://ted.europa.eu/Exec?DataFlow=N_one_doc_access.dfl&Template=TED/N_one
_result_detail_curr.htm&docnumber=65897-2009&docId=65897-2009&StatLang=EN  
 
 

 Coordinating social security systems in Europe 
 

The Council of Ministers has adopted a common position with the European parliament, 

as agreed in 2008, with a view to laying down the procedure for implementing a 

regulation on the coordination of social security systems. 

 

The overall aim of this first reading is to ensure that the reform of the coordination of 

social security systems should ensure that the new rules will improve and simplify 

procedures for both employers (in particular small businesses), and insured persons 

(both employees and self-employed workers), as well as for EU citizens in general, on 

the one hand, and social security institutions on the other. 

 

http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri= OJ:C:2009:038E:0026:0075:EN:PDF 

 

 

 Health-EU web portal 
 
The European commission held the 3rd meeting of the Health-EU portal editorial 
board in Luxembourg. The site has seen an increase in visitors thanks to several 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2009-0063+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2009-0063+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://ted.europa.eu/Exec?DataFlow=N_one_doc_access.dfl&Template=TED/N_one_result_detail_curr.htm&docnumber=65897-2009&docId=65897-2009&StatLang=EN
http://ted.europa.eu/Exec?DataFlow=N_one_doc_access.dfl&Template=TED/N_one_result_detail_curr.htm&docnumber=65897-2009&docId=65897-2009&StatLang=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2009:038E:0026:0075:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2009:038E:0026:0075:EN:PDF


EU Health Highlights 

March 2009 

4 

publicity campaigns, although it is still mainly being used by public health experts and 
health professionals, rather than the general public. Further plans include a sub-
section for streaming health promotion videos, and the use of online promotion tools 
to increase visibility on the major search engines. 
 

 What is your view of the EU health portal? Tell us via 
m.williams@eurohealthnet.eu  

 
http://www.health-eu.eu/ 
   

 EC addresses future gender equality issues 
 

The European Commission held a meeting in March, with other EU institutions and 
representatives of civil society; to discuss the future of gender equality policy in 
Europe. As part of International Women's Day, the commissioners group on 
fundamental rights, anti-discrimination and equal opportunities held an extraordinary 
session which took stock of progress under the existing 2006–2010 Roadmap on 
gender equality and discussed future challenges for EU gender equality policy. 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=474 
 

 Quality of life in Europe - still many disparities 
 
A survey carried out by the European foundation for the improvement of living and 
working conditions (EUROFUND) has revealed that there are major disparities 
between old and new EU countries, and between north and south. 
 
Purchasing power in the new EU countries (and prospective new members) is barely 
55% of the European average, while the proportion of people there who have to live 
without essential amenities such as adequate heating, new clothes and an annual 
holiday, is far higher than in the rest of the EU. 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/news/environment/090102_1_en.htm 
 

 High Level event on business – community links 
  
A high-level conference has been organised, with the participation of German 
Federal Minister of Labour and Social Affairs Olaf Scholz and EU-Commissioner 
Vladimir Spidla, as well as ministers of Member States, to address the current role of 
corporate social responsibility (CSR) in the EU area. 
 
The aim of the conference is to underline the growing importance also of companies 
for shaping the social dimension of globalisation and to prepare for the Labour and 
Employment Ministers Conference 2010. 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=88&langId=en&eventsId=154&furtherEvent
s=yes 
 
 

3. News from Member States / Organisations 

mailto:m.williams@eurohealthnet.eu
http://www.health-eu.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=474
http://ec.europa.eu/news/environment/090102_1_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=88&langId=en&eventsId=154&furtherEvents=yes
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=88&langId=en&eventsId=154&furtherEvents=yes
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 FRANCE: INPES publishes guide for blind and partially-
sighted people 

The French institute INPES (L’Institut National de Prévention et d’Education pour la 
Santé) has published, together with the Fondation de France, a practical guide for 
people who are blind or partially sighted. 

Divided into seven chapters, the guide covers not only medical matters but also 
addresses the issue of living autonomously, and how to get the best from daily life 
using the resources that are available. 

www.inpes.sante.fr 

 GERMANY: ministry to fund major project for ambient assisted 
living 

The German national ministry of research has announced a major funding program 
for ambient assisted living (AAL). €125m will be invested over the next twelve months 
towards a total of 17 AAL projects. The goal is to develop IT-solutions that help 
elderly and chronically ill people to stay in their own flat or house as long as possible. 

http://www.ehealtheurope.net/news/4549/germany_invests_%E2%82%AC125m_in_
ambient_care 

 HUNGARY: Budapest wins European Mobility Week Award 

Budapest has been named winner of the 2008 European Mobility Week Award. The 
Hungarian capital was judged by an independent panel of experts to have done the 
most to raise public awareness of air pollution from traffic and promote cleaner 
alternatives during European Mobility Week. Almada in Portugal and Zagreb, the 
Croatian capital, were runners-up. The awards were presented at a ceremony in 
Brussels.  

Sixty-six local authorities applied for the award and 10 were shortlisted by the panel 
of experts. Some 2,102 towns and cities around Europe and beyond, with a 
combined population of 218 million people, took part in European Mobility Week 
2008. Its theme was 'Clean air for all.' European Mobility Week 2009 will be held from 
16 to 22 September and will focus on urban transport's contribution to climate 
change. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/306&format=HTML&
aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en  

http://www.inpes.sante.fr/
http://www.ehealtheurope.net/news/4549/germany_invests_%E2%82%AC125m_in_ambient_care
http://www.ehealtheurope.net/news/4549/germany_invests_%E2%82%AC125m_in_ambient_care
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/306&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/306&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
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 Stockholm and Hamburg win European Green Capital awards 

Stockholm and Hamburg have been named as the first winners of the new European 
Green Capital award, with the Swedish capital to become European Green Capital in 
2010 followed by Hamburg in 2011. 

The annual award is a new initiative presented to a city in recognition of high 
standards of environmentally friendly urban living. The award panel use 10 
environmental indicators, with cities being judged on their record in achieving high 
environmental standards, their commitment to ongoing and ambitious goals for 
further environmental improvement and sustainable development. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/305&format=HTML&
aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en 

 WALES: Higher accident rates in rural areas says report 

An article co-written by Andrea Gartner, Health Information and Intelligence Analyst 
at the Wales Centre for Health, which outlines the differences in mortality rates 
between rural and urban areas in England and Wales, has been published in Health 
Statistics Quarterly. 

The article concludes that when taking into account deprivation, there are few 
differences in the death rate from all causes between urban and rural areas, but that 
rates for accidents remain much higher in rural areas than urban areas. Rates for 
lung cancer and respiratory disease remained higher in urban areas than rural areas. 

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/articles/hsq/HSQ39Diffurbanrural.pdf 

4.  Other Events and Publications 
 

 New environment and health network set up in France 
 
A new environment and health network, Reseau Environment Santé (RES), was set 
up in France at the beginning of March. RES brings together environmental NGOs, 
scientific groups and health professionals in France, including the organizations 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/305&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/305&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/articles/hsq/HSQ39Diffurbanrural.pdf
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MDRGF, WWF France, Objectif Bio, Nord Ecologie Consiel, Fac Verte and 
Foundation Sciences Citoyennes. It is supported by two European networks, the 
Health & Environment Alliance (HEAL) and Women in Europe for a Common Future 
(WECF). 
 
http://www.env-health.org/a/3243 
 

 Turning Europe into the Healthiest Society conference  
 
A meeting was held in the European Parliament in Brussels, which was advertised to 
discuss “health education in Europe”. Called “Turning Europe into the healthiest 
society”, in fact it was based on two EU single market proposals regarding Food 
Information to Consumers (labeling) and Information to Patients (pharmaceuticals). It 
was organized by a commercially supported body aiming to promote life sciences 
and pharmaceuticals. Speakers were from the EU institutions, patient groups, health 
care and food industries, media and some NGOs. The audience included a few 
MEPs but mainly industry or organization representatives.  
 
While it was stated that the motivation was disease prevention and empowerment, it 
was very much based around concepts of markets, consumers and patients. It was 
noted that there are over 1000 amendments to the labeling directive and that 
agreement is unlikely until after the European elections.  
 
A local public health director from (the EuroHealthNet member) SE England 
presented on a social marketing campaign, and there were also strong contributions 
from the European Heart Network, emphasising the social determinants of health, 
and the Standing Committee of European Doctors (CPME). During the debate, 
EuroHealthNet raised issues about inequalities and determinants, and commented 
that the EU Platforms offer some benefits but should not replace appropriate 
legislation.  
 
Documents from the event are available at www.chatzi.de 
 
 

 Turning the tide on health inequalities 
 
A conference on health inequalities, entitled “Turning the Tide? Spotlight on Housing, 
Transport and Commissioning”, will take place from 25-26 March at The Brighton 
Centre, in Brighton, UK.  
 
The conference forms the main part of the 17th UKPHA Annual Public Health Forum, 
and will be dedicated to discussing how policies on housing, transport, sustainable 
development and climate change can reduce inequalities in health. 
 
www.ukphaconference.org.uk 
 
 
Fighting poverty and promoting inclusion for children in schools 
 

http://www.env-health.org/a/3243
http://www.chatzi.de/
http://www.ukphaconference.org.uk/
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EU researchers have embarked on a two-year study, entitled “Working for inclusion: 
the role of the early years workforce in addressing poverty and promoting social 
inclusion”, which will help determine the relationship of skill and qualification levels of 
early years services with social inclusion and poverty. 
 
The team carrying out the research, which is being coordinated by Children in 
Scotland, a partner agency of the National Children's Bureau (NCB) in the UK, 
believe that strengthening the skills and qualifications of people working in early 
years services can have a greatly positive impact on children's lives. 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/infocentre/article_en.cfm?id=/research/headlines/news/a
rticle_09_02_18_en.html&item=Infocentre&artid=10113 
 
 

 New companies join campaign for healthy workplaces 
 

The number of official partners for the Healthy Workplaces campaign, organised by 
the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work (EU-OSHA), has risen to a total 
of 30, with 13 new organizations and companies just after the first year of the 
campaign. The campaign aims at reducing work-related accidents and illnesses by 
promoting risk assessment as the first step to a sustainable prevention culture. It is 
estimated that every year in the EU 167, 000 people die from work-related causes. 
 
http://osha.europa.eu/en  
 
 

5. Calendar of international events 

 
 

22.03.2009 World Water Day 

24.03.2009 World TB Day 

25-26.03.2009 Brighton, UK: 17th UKPHA Annual 
Public Health Forum 

2-3.04.2009 Paris: Prevention Days 2009, 
organised by the French institute 
INPES 

7.04.2009 World Health Day 

27-28.04.2009 Perugia, Italy: 6th European 
Conference on Promoting Workplace 
Health 

28.04.2009 World Day for Safety and Health at 
Work 

27.04. – 01.05.2009 Istanbul: 12th World Congress on 
Public Health 

8-9.05.2009 Berlin: Reducing Health Inequalities: 
What Do We Really Know About 
Successful Strategies? 

31.05.2009 World No Tobacco Day 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/infocentre/article_en.cfm?id=/research/headlines/news/article_09_02_18_en.html&item=Infocentre&artid=10113
http://ec.europa.eu/research/infocentre/article_en.cfm?id=/research/headlines/news/article_09_02_18_en.html&item=Infocentre&artid=10113
http://osha.europa.eu/en
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15-16.05.2009 Brussels: Eighth Meeting of People 
experiencing poverty 

15-17.06.2009 Vilnius, Lithuania: 3rd European 
Conference on School Health 
Promotion: 'Better schools through 
health’  

10.09.2009 Brussels: Combating heart disease 
and stroke: Planning for a Healthier 
Europe 

26 – 27.11.2009 Vilnius, Lithuania: “The Forgotten 
Children” conference,  addressing the 
subject of children of parents with a 
mental illness 

 

 

 
 

Also see Events Calendar on www.eurohealthnet.eu for upcoming 
events 
 
Please note that EuroHealthNet is not responsible for the content of 
other sites or publications mentioned in this publication. 
 
Would you like to inform other members about new publications or 
events in your organisation or country? Please send contributions 
to m.williams@eurohealthnet.eu 
 
 

EU Health Highlights is produced for the internal use of organisations, institutions, 
authorities and departments interested in health promotion, disease prevention and 
public health in the EU. It is funded only by fees paid to us. If any reader knows of 
people or bodies who might find it useful to receive Health Highlights, please do not 
copy it without our authorisation, but do send details to us at: 
m.williams@eurohealthnet.eu  . We will be pleased to make contact and offer our 
services, including a trial period. Your comments and suggestions will also be 
welcome. Thank you for your help. 

http://www.eurohealthnet.eu/
mailto:m.williams@eurohealthnet.eu
mailto:m.williams@eurohealthnet.eu

